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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC§112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 
The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1. Claims 1-11 and 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicants regard as the invention. 

In particular, claim 1 and its dependent claims 2-1 1 require regulating means for 
forming a space with a predetermined distance to the platen roller in a direction away 
from the platen roller. Also, claim 14 and its dependent claim 15 require regulating 
means for forming a space having a predetermined distance outside the guide means at 
a side opposite to the backup guide means. It is unclear where the space is located. 
Specifically, it is unclear what two elements the space is located between in 
independent claims 1 and 14. 

Also, independent claim 14 recites the limitation "the side opposite to the guide 
means" in lines 15-16. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the 
claim. 

Regarding claim 4, this claim appears to have limitations that are contradictory. 
In particular, it is unclear how the platen roller is disposed at an upstream side relative 
to the reading position in a direction that the platen roller transports the original... It 
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appears from the figures of the instant application that a platen roller (27) is located 
upstream of a reading position. If this is true, one possible way to amend claim 4 would 
be to change this claim to recite wherein said platen roller is disposed upstream relative 
to the reading position. 

Regarding claims 5 and 6, claim 5 appears to have limitations that are 
contradictory. It is unclear how the first transport means is disposed at the upstream 
side relative to the platen roller in the direction that the platen roller transports the 
original... It appears from the figures of the instant application that a first transport 
means (28) is located upstream of the platen roller (27). If this is true, one possible way 
to amend claim 5 would be to change this claim to recite first transport means disposed 
upstream relative to the platen roller for transferring the original to the reading position, 
said platen roller being disposed between the first transport means and the reading 
position. 

Regarding claim 13, this claim appears to have limitations that are contradictory. 
It is unclear how the platen roller is disposed at an upstream side relative to the 
reading position in a predetermined direction that the platen roller transports the 
original... It appears from the figures of the instant application that a platen roller (27) 
is located upstream of a reading position. If this is true, one possible way to amend 
claim 13 would be to change this claim to recite wherein said platen roller is disposed 
upstream relative to the reading position. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1, 3-7, 11 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,887,866 (Yamauchi et al.) or U.S. Patent No. 
5,816,569 (Hoshi et al.). In particular, both Yamauchi et al. and Hoshi et al. disclose all 
of the limitations set forth in claims 1, 3-7, 11 and 14. 

Regarding claim 1 , Figs. 38-39 of Yamauchi et al. and Hoshi et al. show an 
automatic document feeder (near 6) for feeding an original, including a reading portion 
(circled portion) having a reading position (near 28) for reading the original; 

a platen roller (23) for transporting the original at the reading portion (near 28); 

guide means (28) arranged relative to the platen roller (23) to form a curved 
original path together with the platen roller (23); 

regulating means for forming a space with a predetermined distance to the platen 
roller (23) in a direction away from the platen roller (the document feeder is configured 
such that there is a space between the platen roller 23 and a platen 40. In other words, 
document feeder includes structure that forms a space with a predetermined distance to 
the platen roller 23 in a direction away from the platen roller 23, which can be 
considered to be regulating means); and 
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pressing means (40) for pressing the guide means (28) to the platen roller (23) 
so that the original moves the guide means (28) toward a side opposite to the platen 
roller (23) when the original enters between the platen roller (23) and the guide means 

(28). 

Regarding claim 3, as best understood from the drawings of the instant 
application, Yamauchi et al. and Hoshi et al. also disclose that the platen roller (23) is 
disposed at a position away from the reading position (near 28) in the original reading 
path. 

Regarding claim 4, as best understood from the drawings of the instant 
application, Yamauchi et al. and Hoshi et al. also disclose that the platen roller (23) is 
disposed at an upstream side relative to the reading position (near 28) in a direction that 
the platen roller (23) transports the original. 

Regarding claim 5, as best understood from the drawings of the instant 
application, Yamauchi et al. and Hoshi et al. also disclose first transport means (22) 
disposed at the upstream side relative to the platen roller (23) in the direction that the 
platen roller (23) transports the original for transferring the original to the reading 
position (near 28), and the platen roller (23) is disposed between the first transport 
means (22) and the reading position (near 28). 

Regarding claim 6, Fig. 39 of Yamauchi et al. and Hoshi et al. show second 
transport means (to the right of 12) for transferring the original transported by the platen 
roller (23) from the reading position (near 28). 
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Regarding claim 7, Figs. 38-39 of Yamauchi et al. and Hoshi et al. show that the 
guide means (28) is formed in a flexible transparent film member. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Figs. 38-39 of Yamauchi et al. and Hoshi et al. show that the 
platen roller (23) is supported at a predetermined position above the platen (40). 

Regarding claim 14, Figs. 38-39 of Yamauchi et al. and Hoshi et al. show an 
automatic document feeder (near 6) for feeding an original, including 

a reading portion (circled portion) having a reading position (near 28) for reading 
the original; 

transport means (22) for transferring the original to the reading position (near 28) 
of the reading portion (circled portion); 

backup guide means (38, 117 and 118) arranged along a direction that the 
transport means (22) transports the original; 

guide means (28) situated adjacent to the backup guide means (38, 117 and 
118) to form an original reading path together with the backup guide means (38, 117 
and 118); 

regulating means for forming a space having a predetermined distance outside 
the guide means at a side opposite to the backup guide means (38, 117 and 118) (i.e., 
the document feeder is configured such that there is a space between the guide means 
(28) and a platen 40. In other words, the document feeder includes structure that forms 
a space with a predetermined distance outside the guide means at a side opposite to 
the backup guide means (38, 117 and 118), which can be considered to be regulating 
means); and 
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pressing means (40) for pressing the guide means (28) against the backup guide 
means (38, 117 and 118) so that the original moves the guide means (28) toward the 
side opposite the guide means when the original enters between the backup guide 
means (38, 1 1 7 and 1 1 8) and the guide means (28). No function is recited for the 
backup guide means. As such, the guide means (38, 117 and 118) in Fig. 38 of 
Yamauchi et al. and Fig. 38 of Hoshi et al. is considered to be a backup guide means as 
claimed. 

3. Claims 1-3, 7 and 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Japanese Publication No. 2000-327168 (included with previous non-final 
Office Action of 11/26/2004). In particular, Japanese Publication No. 2000-327168 
discloses all of the limitations set forth in claims 1-3, 7 and 9-12. 

Regarding claim 1, Figs. 1-2 show an automatic document feeder (1) for feeding 
an original, including a reading portion (circled portion) having a reading position for 
reading the original; 

a platen roller (24) for transporting the original at the reading portion (circled 
portion); 

guide means (21) arranged relative to the platen roller (24) to form a curved 
original path together with the platen roller (24); 

regulating means for forming a space with a predetermined distance to the platen 
roller (24) in a direction away from the platen roller (the document feeder is configured 
such that there is a space between the platen roller 24 and a platen 17. In other words, 
document. feeder includes structure that forms a space with a predetermined distance to 
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the platen roller 24 in a direction away from the platen roller 24, which can be 
considered to be regulating means); and 

pressing means (cantilever portions supporting 21 on both ends in Fig. 1) for 
pressing the guide means (21) to the platen roller (24) so that the original moves the 
guide means (21) toward a side opposite to the platen roller (24) when the original 
enters between the platen roller (24) and the guide means (21). 

Regarding claim 2, Fig. 1 shows a platen (17) at which the reading portion is 
disposed, the guide means (21) being located between the platen (17) and the platen 
roller (24), and the regulating means forming a space between the platen roller (24) and 
the platen (17). 

Regarding claim 3, Fig. 1 shows that the platen roller (24) is disposed at a 
position away from (i.e., above) the reading position in the original reading path. 

Regarding claim 7, Figs. 1-2 show that the guide means (21) is formed in a 
flexible transparent film member. 

Regarding claim 9, the pressing means (cantilever portions supporting 21 on 
both ends in Fig. 1) inherently includes fastening means for fastening one end of the 
transparent film member (21) to one of the cantilever portions that supports 21 in Fig. 1. 
Also, the other one of the cantilever portions that supports 21 in Fig. 1 can be 
considered to be supporting means for bending and supporting the transparent film 
member (21) so that the transparent film member is elastically pressed against the 
platen roller (24). See Fig. 1. 
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Regarding claim 10, the pressing means (cantilever portions supporting 21 on 
both ends in Fig. 1) inherently has a fastening member for fastening one end of the 
transparent film member (21) to one of the cantilever portions that supports 21 in Fig. 1. 
The other one of the cantilever portions that supports 21 in Fig. 1 can be considered to 
be tension application means for applying tension to the transparent film member (21) to 
press against the platen roller (24). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Figs. 1-2 show that the platen roller (24) is supported at a 
predetermined position above the platen (17). 

Regarding claim 12, Figs. 1 and 2 show an automatic document feeder (1) for 
feeding an original, including 

a reading portion (circled portion) having a reading position for reading the 

original; 

a platen roller (24) disposed at a position away from the reading position in a 
predetermined direction (i.e., above the reading position) and transporting the original at 
the reading position in the predetermined direction; 

transparent flexible guide means (21) arranged relative to the platen roller (24) to 
form a curved original reading path together with the platen roller (24); and 

pressing means for pressing the transparent flexible guide means (21) against 
the platen roller (24). 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yamauchi et al. or Hoshi et al. as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Lin. In 
particular, Yamauchi et al. and Hoshi et al. both disclose all of the elements, except for 
the guide member movable freely for pressing the original against the guide means at 
the reading position. 

Lin discloses that it is well known to use a guide member (50, 502) movable 
freely for pressing an original against a guide means (144) at a reading position, so that 
wrinkles are removed from the original via the guide member to improve image 
reproduction. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention, to provide the document feeder of Yamauchi et al. or Hoshi et al. with a 
guide member that presses the original against the guide means, to remove wrinkles 
and improve image reproduction, as taught by Lin. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Thomas A. Morrison whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-7221. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8am - 5pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Donald Walsh can be reached on (571) 272-6944. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




